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The Presbyterian church
15 3 REPRESENTATIVE
DEMOCRACY governed
by elders elected
from and by the

Authority resides

with the duly elected
representstives of the
congregation in the
appointed church
governing bodies. The
local church governing

body 1s the
SESSION.
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Local sessions oversee the
day—to—day work of the
chureh and supervise:
DEACONS — dected to
conduct the temporal and
charitable ministry of the
church.

TP-U$TEE$—— (in some
churches) elected to martage
financial, legal and property
affoirs of the church.

Ordained ministers (ministers of the
Word) and elders —— all elected by
the congregation.

Elders and ministers from
congregations wha overses
the loeal churehes.

Representatives elected from
each Presbytery +o oversee
several Presbyterles.

The national governing body made up
of equal numbers of lay people and
clergy chosen by the presbyteries.




The
Presbyterian church
has 2
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HISTORY.

0 eprLY cHRISTIAN i

CHURCH

The Presbyterian church, like all
Christian churches, traces its roots
back to the early church in Jer-
usalem. Modern Presbyterianism is
considered by many to be a rebirth
of the early church of the New
Testament.

® JOHN kNox

The Scottish Protestant, John Knox,
fled persecution in his homeland
and studied with Calvin in Geneva.
He returned in 1559 and established
Presbyterianism in Scotland.

ﬁ\ e
i \ P Y
{ 3
i < 1] J
Wi =,

(iR
i
/ e h |"‘\’\_
< \J - &4
INg | | L )
= | o (e St | |

O WESTMINSTER
ASSEMBLY

In England the ‘‘Westminster
Assembly” of 151 Presbyterians
worked steadily between 1643 and
1649 to write the doctrinal guides
which Presbyterians now recognize
as some of their basic texts.

© MPRNN LUTHER-

The Protestant Reformation moved
forward in 1517 when Martin Luther
nailed his 95 Theses to a church
door in Wittenberg, Germany. Luther
fought against the pretensions of
authority by the Pope and called

for direct authority from God.
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© JONN cALVIN

John Calvin, called the father of
Presbyterianism, converted to
Protestantism in 1533. He inter-
preted the Bible as the revelation
of God, emphasizing theology,
worship, education, thrift, ethical
behavior and representative govern-
ment for his followers. From his
home city, Geneva, Calvin's ideas
spread throughout Europe.

O AMERICAP
REVOLUTION

Presbyterians escaped persecution
in Europe and settled in America.
Presbyterianism was so prevalent
in America that some British called
the American Revolution the
"Presbyterian Revolt!" At least

14 signers of the Declaration of
Independence were Presbyterians
(including clergyman John
Witherspoon).
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O PRESBYTERIPNISM
IN THE US.

The first presbytery in America was
established in Philadelphia in 1706
During the 1800s, disagreement over
slavery and Evangelism broke the
church into northern and southern
branches. The two branches reunited
in 1983 to form the Presbyterian
Church (USA).
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o THE BIBLE

Presbyterions lhave 2lweys
believed et e Bible is Hre.
nost authoritative souree for

£aith and practice Jor all ?eoP!e,.

OF THE AUTHORS OF
THE BIBLE ...
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@ CREEDS and CONFESSIONS

Creeds and
Confessions are
shatements of doctrine
which express he
beliefs of 2 dhoreh
ov c.ongre,ga'i'ioh.
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The Presbytenan Church (USA) adopt

These indude:

o the Apostles Creed

+ the Nicene Creed

. the Scots Confession,
1560

o the Heidelberg Confession

o the Second Helvetic
Confession

o Hhe Westminster
Confession

« The Larger Catechism

o the Shorter Catechism

o the Barmen Declaration

i o the Confession of 1967

e and others.

ed A Brief gratement of Faith” in 1881,
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O THE TRINITY

God exists in
the trinity of
the Father, the
Son, and the
Holy Spirit.
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@ cHRisST

Presbyterians
believe that Christ
is the Son of God,
the Revealer of
God, and the
Savior of humanity
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© Heanvep

The souls of
the faithful are
reunited with
God in a warm
and loving
relationship

Presbyterians interpret the Bible

very much like other Protestants do.
Ultimately, however, every Presbyterian
must find 3 personal set of beliefs
through study, contermplation

and worship.
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— separation
from God
which may A
exist now as ——
well as in the _
Hereafter.

© VIRGIN BRTH

Presbyterians
believe that
Jesus' birth
was miraculous.
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0O MARY

She is honored
as the mother
of Jesus, the

chosen to bear
the Son of God.

© PRESupRecoOp

For Presbyterians,
the resurrection

of the body refers
to the reuniting of
the spiritual body
and physical body
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© CONFESSION

Confession is —
voluntary, and ( ;\3
made directly to __,
God, although it . / 1 -
may be made in ‘ A_ R
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presence of pastor.

@ sAwvaTION
God grants the

gift of grace, kel PP
which enables us o 7
to gain the faith ‘%YRL\JE‘ ;
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® TE cross

The empty cross
symbolizes the
risen Christ who
opened the King-
dom of Heaven.
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® MPARRIAGE

Presbyterians believe
in the sacredness of
marriage. They at-
tempt to curb divorce
by encouraging young
people to seriously
prepare for marriage.

® ceHpNGE

Presbyterians believe
that the Holy Spirit
constantly heightens
truth, and thus

admit different
understandings r
of the Confession

of Faith.
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©® PARENTHOOD

There is nothing

in the church's (

teaching which
discourages
intelligent,
unselfish family
planning.

© EDUCATION

Education is
stressed by
Presbyterians,
both for the
ministry and
for the laity.

® THE'oNLY eHURCH

Presbyterians believe
that no Christian
church has exclu-
sive possession of
the church govern- l
ment authorized

by Christ.
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© THE SACRAMENTS
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Presbyterians recognize TWO SACRAMENTS
~- 35 deseribed in the BIBLE.

BAPTISM

This Sacrament unites
us With Jesus Christ
and makes us members
of God's family, the
Church.
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Presbyterians,
their Faith

means:

men 2nd women, \

MPSNTRINING

CHRISTIAN HABITS

such as regular church attendance,
Bible reading, prayer, and partici-
pation in church activities and
services.

SETNPNG P

WORTHY EXAMPLE

for the world, as a person who
strives to be more worthy of Christ.

GVING REGULARLY

of the time, money, and abilities
given to one by God.

BELOMING INFORMED
about Christian work around the
world, and supporting this work.
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